
By Susan Linck
East seniors Kelsey George, Emilia

Olsen, Jordan Herman, Rachel Bowers-
Sword and Serena Berkowitz made the
world their oyster as they lived and
studied abroad during the 2006-2006
school year. They are happy to be home
in Madison…well, sort of. Returning
home, they left behind their host fami-
lies, school chums and other “exchang-
ers” who had become like family. All
five agree: coming home to Madison
was bittersweet.

They lounge on chairs by the fire-
place at Manna Café, which didn’t exist
when most of them left. They are pas-
sionate, animated, more worldly than
when they left their homes and East
High for adventures that could not be
predicted. They are wrapped in the flags
of their host country, signed by fellow
exchangers, their new lifetime friends.

They argue over who really should have
won the World Cup. They look me in
the eye and say something I don’t
understand, then giggle, “Oh, that was-
n’t English, was it?”

Kelsey George lived in Charleroi,
Belgium since August last year.
Attending a traditional school and
studying three languages kept her busy
while making the adjustment to a new
culture. She estimates it took her “a
couple of months” to settle in. When
asked about the biggest cultural differ-
ence, she remarks that “wine with din-
ner every night was nice” and adds that
students don’t drink to get drunk, even
though they legally could.

Emilia Olsen went to Bolzano, Italy,
so far in northeast Italy that her host
mother spoke German. She took a cable
car down the mountain daily to the town
where she connected with public trans-
portation to get to the art school she

attended for six months.
“Settling in was difficult,”
she says. “It takes a long
time to feel comfortable
sleeping in someone
else’s room.”

Rachel Bowers-Sword’s
most riveting memory
upon arriving in
Aguascalientes, Mexico, a
city twice the size of
metro-Madison was real-
izing, “I was in the middle
of a desert! There was
nothing, not a tree.”
Today, she would “give
anything for a warm tor-
tilla right off the griddle of
a street vendor.” And, she
speaks warmly of her host
family, revealing a true
success story in matching
family and student. “They
just made me their own
right from the first day,”
she says, smiling.

Jordan Herman has been home from
her semester in Argentina longer than
the others, but she is still bubbling from
her experience and laughs about being
“the blonde” in a culture where there
are none. Her host mom was a teacher
of English, wise enough to make
Jordan speak the native tongue but
compassionate enough to translate
when needed. Her 5,000 kilometer bus

voyage to Patagonia, the farthest
southern reach of Argentina, is for-
ever engraved in her brain.

Serena Berkowitz lived in Tabor,
Czech Republic, the western part
of what many remember as
Czechoslovakia. She spent her first
two weeks in an intensive lan-
guage camp and continued lessons

during her stay. She misses her host
family and “just being able to speak the
language” to someone. She would be
interested in finding someone to speak
Czech with in Madison. 

As a group, they were too busy
absorbing their surroundings, negotiat-
ing their adopted countries and trying to
study and do homework in a foreign
language to be too terribly home sick.
While they do recall at the beginning
“really missing” Oreos, Pop Tarts,
peanut butter, Mom, Dad, their little
brother and their dog, every single one
was in agreement. The thing they
missed the most was the “sheer luxury
of being able to drink the water out of
the tap.” Oh yes, and “enough water
pressure to really steam up the bath-
room without someone yelling at you.”
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Deep Tissue 
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Swedish Relaxation 
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If one of your worries is whether you’re investing at the right

time, it shouldn’t be. By investing a set amount of money regularly,

you establish a simple routine that can help make your financial

goals a reality.

In addition, investing regularly can:

❚ Make it possible to use market fluctuations to your advantage 

❚ Add potential growth and diversification to your portfolio

❚ Keep your long-term financial goals in focus

To learn how investing on a regular basis can help you reach

your financial goals, call or visit your local investment 

representative today.

Investing a set amount of money on a regular basis does not ensure a profit and does not 
protect against loss in declining markets. Such a plan involves continual investment in securities
regardless of fluctuating price levels of such securities. You should consider your financial 
ability to continue the purchases through periods of low price levels.

YOUR TIMING
WON’T BE OFF
WHEN YOU INVEST REGULARLY.
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Jeff Prebish
1732 Fordem Ave.
Madison, WI  53704
(608) 244-8793
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Kevin Faulkner
301 North Sherman Ave., Suite 200
Madison, WI  53704
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4512 East Washington Ave., Suite 13
Madison, WI  53704
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NEWLY EXPANDED - OPEN HOUSE!

• Free Tote Bag with $25 Purchase!
• Free Tote Bag and 10% Off with $50 Purchase!
• Daily Prize Drawings!  • Special orders not included

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 12:30-7:00p.m. • Sat. 10:00-2:00p.m.
2037 Sherman Avenue  •  Madison, WI 53704

608-241-4305  •  www.virginiadavis.com
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AUGUST 14 - 19, 2006

20 yyears eexperience

Accepting new students

All ages welcome!
Adults welcome!

AMBIANCE MUSIC
Marianne 249-5444

Piano & Cello Lessons
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Left to right: Emilia Olsen, Jordan Herman,
Kelsey George and Rachel Bowers-Sword (front)
wrapped in their host country flags.  Serena
Berkowitz was unavailable for photo.

Many happy returns…sort of


